
Program
Thursday, 18 June 2026

9.45 am Registration

10 am Opening Remarks
Pál Richter
	Director of the ELTE RCH Institute for Musicology

Chair: Pál Richter

Keynote 1
Friedemann Sallis
Surface and Depth in György Kurtág’s Explorations of the 
Past 

Coffee break

 Kurtág’s Hungary
Paolo Somigli
György Kurtág and the Hungarian Ways Towards Art 
Music Tradition
Amalia Szűcs-Blănaru
Kurtág and Ligeti: A Friendship Beyond Life
Julia Galieva-Szokolay
Whose Century? Time, Memory, and Song in György 
Kurtág’s Ligeti évszázada – Kalandozás a múltban,
Opus 48

Lunch

3 pm 
Chair: Péter Laki

 Kurtág Workshop
Béla Mihalik
Kurtág Fragments: Pieces of a Family History

Heidy Zimmermann
The Origins and the Contents of the György Kurtág 
Collection – and Its Challenges for the Archive
Tünde Mózes-Szitha–Gergely Fazekas 
Conversation on Publishing and Promoting Kurtág

A Guided Tour through the Exhibition Signs, Games, 
Messages. An Exhibition on György Kurtág’s 100th Birthday 
(István Csaba Németh)

Coffee break

6 pm Piano Recital
7 pm Reception

Friday, 19 June 2026

10 am
Chair: László Vikárius

Keynote 2
Márta Grabócz
Penultimate Cantabile Episodes in Some Movements of 
Kurtág’s Symphonic and Concertante Works

Coffee break

 Performativity 
Péter Laki
Tempo di Pimen: The Common Roots of Composition and 
the Teaching of Chamber-Music in the Work of György 
Kurtág
Cecilia Oinas
Extrovert or Internal Performativity? Tactile Gestures in 
Kurtág’s Four-Hand Works
William Pearson

“For Whom the Piano Still Means a Toy”: Communication 
through Ostension in Játékok

Lunch

2 pm
Chair: Heidy Zimmermann

 Words, Language, Gestures, and Music
Judit Frigyesi
The Inspiration of Expressive Gesture and Its Possible 
Source
Krisztina Megyeri
Memory or Magic? Metamorphosis, Transgression and 
Recollection in György Kurtág’s Russian-Language 
Works
Rafail Kontogouris
Silence, Language, and Symbol: A Comparative Study of 
Kurtág’s Hommage à John Cage and Cage’s Empty Words 

Coffee break

 Relationships
Gergely Fazekas

“Our Faiths are Opposed, but Our Problems are Shared”: 
Kurtág and Pilinszky
Nobuhiro Ito
Kurtág Materials in Fukushima: The Legacy of Miyako 
Furiya
Ivana Medić
György Kurtág and Alfred Schnittke

5 pm 
András Szalai
The Instrument as Inspiration: Kurtág and the
Cimbalom (lecture recital)

6 pm 
Concert



International
Musicological

Conference

on

György Kurtág’s
100th Birthday

ELTE RCH Institute for Musicology
Táncsics Mihály u. 7., 1014 Budapest

Saturday, 20 June 2026

10 am 
Chair: Márton Kerékfy

 Játékok/Games
Helena Bugallo
Ma fin est ton commencement: Thoughts on Context and 
the Interpretation of Kurtág’s Játékok
Tommaso Graiff
Kurtág’s Hommages from Játékok: Engaging with the 
Poetics of a Reference Game
Emmanuelle Huart
Játékok by György Kurtág: A Suitable Tool for Learning 
Pianistic Gestures

Coffee break

 Poetics
Yusuke Nakahara
Could a Musical Piece Be a Haiku Poetry?
Anna Dalos
Kurtág’s BACH: Melodic Structure, Motivic Thinking, 
and the Use of a Topos

Lunch

2:30 pm 
Chair: Friedemann Sallis

 On Works
Matthew Sandahl
Transcription and Recomposition in Kurtág’s Officium 
Breve Op. 28, Movement XIII 
Jurgita Valčikaitė-Šidlauskienė
Inside the Composing Process: György Kurtág’s
Op. 28

Coffee break

William Kinderman
Kurtág’s Kafka and Lichtenberg: Paradox in the Kafka 
Fragments and Lichtenberg Settings
Tünde Mózes-Szitha

“My Dear Friends…”: A Song Omitted from Attila József-
Fragments, Op. 20

5 pm 
Concert

Organized by
Anna Dalos

Dalos.Anna@abtk.hu
Loránd Eötvös University of Sciences
Research Centre for the Humanities

Archives for 20th–21st-Century Hungarian Music
Institute for Musicology
zti.hu/en, zti.hu/en/mza
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